
Preface  
Sophie Hamacher

Introduction  
A conversation with Lisa Cartwright, Alexis 
Pauline Gumbs, Sophie Hamacher, Jessica 
Hankey, Iman Mersal, and Jennifer C. Nash

A Conversation with Lisbeth Kaiser  
and Erika Niwa 
Blending professional and anecdotal obser-
vations about the impact of surveillance on  
families, this conversation helped initiate the 
research for this book

Her Internet  
Jennifer Hayashida  
A poem that probes technology, love,  
and connection

We Stand in the Gray Spring Light  
Jennifer Hayashida  
A poem that evokes place, belonging, and  
the feeling of being watched

A Conversation with  
Laëtitia Badaut Haussmann  
An informal exchange between friends  
about mothering and the technological 
aspects of surveillance

Family Scanning  
Hannah Zeavin  
An essay about the history of the infiltration  
of technology in the American family

A Conversation with Moyra Davey  
The artist discusses how she came to edit  
the anthology Mother Reader: Essential 
Writings on Motherhood

A Conversation with Jennifer C. Nash  
A reflection on Black maternal politics and 
aesthetics and white political motherhood

Film Stills and Biometrics  
Sophie Hamacher  
Image-based essays

Policing the Womb  
Michele Goodwin 
This excerpt from Policing the Womb: 
Invisible Women and the Criminalization of 
Motherhood describes state policies that seek 
to control women’s reproductive conduct
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en
ts A Conversation with Irene Lusztig  

The filmmaker discusses The Motherhood 
Archives, her essay film exploring historical 
efforts to discipline and control the bodies of 
pregnant women through maternal education

Keeping Watch  
Sarah Blackwood  
An intimate account of the author’s descent 
into the “surveillant madness” of breastfeeding

Maternal Surveillance and  
the Custodial Camera 
Lisa Cartwright  
This essay examines U.S. child detention 
practices along the U.S.–Mexico border in  
the context of visual studies

[“Closed to traffic”]  
Claudia Rankine  
This excerpt from Citizen: An American Lyric 
describes the benevolent “vigilance” of  
a parent watching children at play

A Conversation with Melina Abdullah  
An academic and civic leader talks about  
cofounding Black Lives Matter in Los Angeles 
and the power of collectivist mothering

A Conversation with Lauren Whaley  
A radio producer and print reporter specializing 
in topics related to reproductive health care 
talks about her work in childbirth photography 
and the impacts of race on maternal health

A Conversation with Jade Phoenix Martinez  
The artist, poet, and actor discusses  
How to Make a Rainbow, a film she produced 
and starred in with her child that takes place 
during her own gender transition

On Disobedience  
Mai’a Williams  
A poem about the revolutionary potential  
of mothers

A Conversation with Nurcan Atalan-Helicke  
An exchange about the extension of surveil-
lance mechanisms into the lives of families  
in Turkey through food

The Terrible Two  
Magdalena Kallenberger  
Part voiceover, part diary—presented as a 
series of texts detailing the organizational and 
psychological hurdles faced by a mother as 
she parents alone
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Drawing on the History of Gestation  
and Hands and Body Parts 
Sophie Hamacher  
Image-based essays 

Looking at our mothers   
Iman Mersal  
Drawing from Roland Barthes’ writings on 
photography, this excerpt from How to  
Mend: Motherhood and Its Ghosts describes 
the difficulty of seeing our mothers in  
their photographs

The Evanesced: Embodied Disappearance 
[Shifting Spectators to Witness]  
Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle  
An essay tracing some of the histories 
and ideas that inform the artist’s ongoing 
performance series The Evanesced— 
a body of work that asks, “What does it  
mean to emerge from erasure?”

Mothering Swells 
Litia Perta  
A consideration of how the acts of care 
that make up mothering raise fundamental 
questions about our interdependence  
and entanglement

Heavy Swimmers  
Alexis Pauline Gumbs 
Dedicated to Ebony Wilkerson, a mother who 
drove herself and her children into the ocean, 
this poem asks difficult questions about  
care and responsibility

A Conversation with Keeonna Harris  
Harris discusses the complexities of raising  
a family while living in what she has termed 
the “borderlands of the criminal justice system”

Nel Nome Del Padre  
Duae Collective  
The art collective describes the bureaucratic 
gridlock in which their children were caught  
as they sought Italian citizenship

Body Blitz 
Anjuli Fatima Raza Kolb  
A poem that investigates pregnancy, 
calibration, and queer kinship

A Conversation with Priscilla Ocen  
A professor of law speaks about the ways in 
which criminalization and incarceration are 
used to police the reproductive choices of 
poor women of color

Mama Virtual  
Jeny Amaya  
The filmmaker reflects on her cinematic 
project, which centers stories of transnational 
mothering by women who have children living 
in other countries

Watching Her Watching Him  
Kate Wolf  
This essay reconsiders the 1968 performance 
piece Mon fils by the artist Lea Lublin

A Conversation with Stephanie Lumsden  
and Caitlin Keliiaa  
A discussion about the language of 
benevolence with which the state masks its 
surveillance and policing of Natives in the U.S.

Afterword  
Lily Gurton-Wachter

Contributors

All interviews conducted by  
Sophie Hamacher

Works by the following artists are  
presented throughout the book: 
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Stephanie Syjuco 
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