Preface

I am privileged to be a philosopher; I get to sit in my study and
think about the world in an attempt to gain knowledge of it.
Of course there are many things about the world that you can
discover only by going out and investigating it. But we philosophers tend to think that some of the most interesting features
of the world are available for discovery merely by staying at
home and engaging in careful reflection. This book is my modest attempt to describe what I believe I have discovered about
the mind by staying home.
Thanks so much to Brie Gertler for discussion and detailed
comments on the first three chapters. Thanks so much to Dan
Moseley for detailed comments on the entire manuscript.
Thanks for support from the University of Virginia, which
allowed me to take paid leave during the spring 2005 semester
and begin writing this manuscript.
Thanks to my teachers at the Yeshivah of Flatbush for encouraging independent thought. Thanks especially to my ninthgrade English teacher Rhona Bar-Chama for teaching me how
to write.
Thanks to all my philosophy professors at Princeton University, but thanks especially to my dissertation advisers Gil Harman

x

Preface

and the late Margaret Wilson. Thanks to Gil for his humor and
for reminding me that it’s only philosophy. Thanks to Margaret for being the first (when I was an undergraduate student) to
suggest that I consider graduate school in philosophy, and also
for being the first (when I was a graduate student) to make me
revise a paper.
Thanks to my parents Norman Langsam and Gloria Langsam
for teaching me to do what I love. Thanks to my sisters Rosalee
Lovett and Dr. Sharon Kuebbing for their lifelong love and support. Thanks to my wonderful daughter Emma Ruth Langsam
for being exactly who you are. And special thanks to my wife
Marcia Retchin Langsam for everything else (you).

