
 Preface 

 This volume is the product of talks we had about the important ways in 
which information shapes our understanding of biological organization, 
and more generally, of the difference between living and inanimate 
matter. It later occurred to us to broaden our conversation to include 
other researchers, both philosophers and scientists, who could write on 
this theme at a level of biological organization that refl ects the interests 
of their respective disciplines. With this in mind, we solicited contribu-
tions, through both invitation and a global call for papers. As a result, 
we were able to assemble a group of papers that addresses our informa-
tional theme at levels of organization that range from the genetic and 
epigenetic, at one end of the biological continuum, to the cognitive and 
linguistic, at the other. These papers also exemplify the deeply interdis-
ciplinary nature of our theme. 

 In preparing this volume, we were helped and encouraged by several 
of our colleagues and friends to whom we wish to express our deep 
appreciation: to former MIT Press senior editor, Tom Stone, for his 
friendliness and belief in the value of our project; to current senior editor 
Philip Laughlin and his assistant, Marc Lowenthal, for guidance during 
the project ’ s fi nal stages; to MIT Press editor Kathleen Caruso who, 
together with Nancy Kotary and Michael Sims, oversaw the fi nal edit of 
our project; to Theodore Vitali, CP, Philosophy Department Chair, Saint 
Louis University, for lightening our load so that our project could be 
completed and for moral support; to the university ’ s College of Arts and 
Sciences for a Mellon Faculty Development Grant that helped us kick-
start our project at the beginning; and to Ronald Belgau and Matthew 
Piper, for helping us prepare the introduction to our volume. 

 Finally, we are also grateful to Kathy Stone, Melissa Kinsey, and 
Judy MacManus for their helpful editorial advice, and especially to 
Aileen Keenan, who took time from her own responsibilities as  African 
American Review  ’ s managing editor to do an excellent job in preparing 
the fi nal version of the manuscript. 


