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mutuality of, 80
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Persons and Functions (Macmurray), 81
Persons in Relations (Macmurray), 78
Perspective
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in learning process, 104
Mead’s understanding of, 106
“Perversion of agency,” 126, 132-133
Phantom limb phenomenon, 39-40, 46
Phenomenology of Spirit (Hegel), 53, 58,
59
Phinney, Jean, 234
Plastic power, 63
Plato, 35
Playfulness, and sexual agency, 216
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of difference, 8
and human relations, 83
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and feeling of agency, 43
Possibility, Macmurray’s view of
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Postmodernism, 117
and agency, 2
and concept of self, 7
difference and otherness in, 8
in feminist theory, 202
psychoanalytic, 202
and psychoanalytic theories, 218n1
in psychology, 6
radical, 9
sexual agency in, 203
social constructionism in, 5
sociocultural construction in, 195
Postmodern psychology, 5
Power
in adolescent relationships, 215
of erotic, 212
and female sexuality, 218
plastic, 63
postmodern critique of, 7
and sexual agency, 204
Practices, cultural
and agentic self, 99-100
and intentional agency, 90
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Principles of Psychology (James), 159
Proactive, individual as, 155
Proactive process, self-as, 159
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Professionalism, in clinical psychology,
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Proprioception
loss of, 38-39
recontextualizing of, 39-40
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in, 11
Psychic agency
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proactive view of, 155-156
Psychic conflict, 185
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and agency, 2, 65
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intrapsychic perspective of, 14-16
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Psychological agency
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Macmurray’s theory of, 78
mutuality of, 80
in sociocultural context, 104
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Psychological phenomena
reduction of, 84-85
study of, 73
Psychological theories, postmodern, 86
Psychological time, 45
Psychological trauma, and agency, 41
Psychology
“depth,” 66
existential, 158
intentional, 184
multicultural, 27, 183, 223
in Nietzsche’s work, 64
North American, 3
study of, 5
“third force” in, 158
traditional moral, 225
value of, 86
Psychopathology
defined, 41
understanding of, 124
Psychotherapy
and agency, vii
changes in practice of, 10-11
as enhancement of agency, 183-184
in ethnic minority context, 193-195
experienced time in, 148
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object of, 141

perspectival approach in, 108-110
plurality of experience in, 185
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and scientific determinism, 138

and sense of agency, 35

and social change, 195
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functioning, 143

Race, and social injustices, 194. See also
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193
social construction of, 189-190
Radhakrishnan, Rajagopalan, 237
Ramachandran, V. S., 39-40
Rational agency, Macmurray on, 75-81
Rationalism. Freudian perspective on,
15
Reactivity, agency as, 113
Realism, perspectival, 99
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extramental, 76
psychic, 182
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concept of, 58
mutual, 65
in therapeutic relationship, 13
Reductive strategies, in psychology, 4-5
Reflection, experience without, 142
Reflective agency, infant’s development
of, 78
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agential capacity and, 25
category of, 64
in Hegelian point of view, 60-61
human agency defined by, 60
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Relational autonomy, 8, 201-202, 236
Relational engagement, 80
Relationality, understanding of, 117
Relational self, 45
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and clinical intervention, 133

language of, 225

personal and functional, 88
Repression, and loss of agency, 41
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personal, 155
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Rogers, C., 158
Romanticism, 212
Rosenstock-Huessy, Eugene, 75
Rosenzweig, Franz, 75
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Sacks, Oliver, 38-39, 46

Sartre, Jean-Paul, 146, 157

Schafer, Roy, 184, 187

Scheler, Max, 75

Schelling, F. W. J., 7

Schopenhauer, Arthur, 7

Science, psychology modeled after,
84-85. See also Neuroscience

Scientification, of cultural discourses, 73

Scientific psychology, 97

“Scientific time,” 147-148

Secondness, conception of, 120
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Security, interpersonal, 162
Selbstsucht, concept of, 64
Self. See also Personal self
agency and, 158-159
alternative perspective on, 149
as-proactive-process, 158-159
as-reflexive-social-experience, 159
and autonomy, 152
defined, 45
emergence of, 151
experience of, 234
Foucaultian perspective on, 8-9
full differentiation of, 103-104
ideal types of, 225
as illusion, 44
intact narrative of, 42
interpersonal, 159, 160-161, 165, 170
meaning of, 148
modern and postmodern, 6
in modern philosophy, 7
multidimensional concept of, 160
perspectival account of, 105-108
postmodern approaches to, 145
poststructuralist analysis of, 8-9
social, 226
social construction of, 61, 179
socially defined, 159
and social processes, 106
time and, 45-47
Western representations of, 225
Self, sense of, 53
development of, 37-38
loss of, 45
over time, 46
Self-actualization
and culture, 45
Spinoza on, 36
Self-as-agent, 23, 138, 152
The Self as Agent (Macmurray), 76
Self-awareness
and agency, 137-138
agency marking, 37-38
control of movement in, 39
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Mead’s interpretation of, 103

in sociocultural context, 104
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in Hegel’s philosophy, 55, 58

Nietzsche’s defense of, 57

as self-objectification, 54, 55
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Self-defeatism, and therapeutic process,
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Self-definition, in clinical setting, 128-129
Self-determination

agency as, 25

agentic, 97-98
Self-determinism

of individual, 155

and psychotherapy, 141
Self-development

intentional, 98

traditional models of, 235
Self-efficacy, and psychotherapy, 141
Self-exploration, 53, 54, 55-56, 58, 60
Self-expression, 161, 162, 166
Self-fathoming, 53, 60, 61, 65
Self-fulfillment, 161, 162

need for, 166

in psychoanalytic theory, 163

thwarted striving for, 162-163
Self-healer, client as, 187-189
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developmental emergence of, 99

emergence of, 99, 104-105

ontogenetic emergence of, 112

perspectival, 105
Selfic conceptions, 158
Selfic origin, sense of, in coparticipant

inquiry, 171
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and being for-another, 60 and mutuality, 215

Hegel’s terminology for, 59-60 and postmodernism, 203
Self in action, freedom as, 151 Sexuality
Self-influence, and freedom, 97 adolescent, 211-215
Selfing, 145, 151 image of, 212
Self-interests, and political orders, 83 and objectification, 215
Self-interpretation in patriarchal world, 207

agency enabled by, 99 in South Asian immigrant populations,

of human agents, 111-112 230
Selfishness (Selbstsucht), 64 teenage, 206
Self-knowledge Sexuality, female, 208

and affective experience, 67 assumptions about, 218n2

and self-recognition, 58-59 binary construction of, 206
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in Hegel’s philosophy, 55 206-207

in Nietzsche’s view, 56, 58 images of, 205
Self-reactivity limiting constructs about, 216

agency enabled by, 99 Shweder, Richard, 225

of human agents, 111-112 Signing, process of, 121
Self-realization, 141, 152 Simultaneity, interpretation of, 147
Self-recognition, 58 Singer, Erwin, 161
Self-reflection Singularity, personal, in coparticipant

for adolescents, 211 analysis, 169

in bicultural context, 232 Skills, infant acquisition of, 79
Self-reflexivity, 18 Skinner, B. F,, 3, 141, 156
Self-revelation, mutuality of, 80, 88, 91 Slavin, J., 119
Self-sufficiency, 235 Social agency, 67-68
Self-understanding, 104, 152 Social awareness, development
Semiosis of, 104

defined, 120 Social change

process of, 120 and dialectical thinking, 182-183
Semiotic code, and agency and and modern culture, 61

Thirdness, 120-122 need for, 194
Semiotic empowerment, and meaning and psychotherapy, 195
creation, 25-26 Social construction

Sensory inputs, and motor action, 40 and distinct psychological processes, 179
Sentimentality, 212 of female sexuality, 207
Sexual agency, 28 Social constructionists, 5
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basic function of, 213 and agency, 26-27

case studies, 205, 208, 213-214 in psychological analysis, 5

concept of, 201 and sexual agency, 201
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Social orders, and human relations, 83
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Social psychology, 99
Social science, racism in, 189-190
Social self, emergence of, 226
Social-self dialectic, 113
Social systems, 97
Society
and communities, 89
and determinism, 87
impersonal character of, 83
Macmurray’s use of term, 82, 97
Sociocultural causes, of human action, 85
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Soul, Nietzsche on, 62-63
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experience of, 230
South Asian cultures, and concept of
self, 225
Space, and agency as fluid process, 138
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Spinoza, Benedict de, 36, 40
Spontaneous gesture, genesis of, 118
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Stoljar, Natalie, 8, 201, 202, 203, 236
Stress, acculturation, 228
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Subject. See also Human subject
call for death of, 145
self-as, 159
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Subject-object relationship, in human
development, 210
Subject-object split, 144
Sublimation, Nietzsche’s notion of, 65
Sugarman, Jeff, 24, 28n1, 77, 98, 99,
112, 227
Sullivan, Harry Stack, 14, 16-17, 156,
158, 160, 211
personality defined by, 157
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Technicization, of cultural discourses, 73
Teleology, of agency, 132
Temerlin, M., 142, 147
Tension, and aging, 138
Therapeutic action, transformative, 127
Therapeutic change, psychological
agency in, 14
Therapeutic encounter, 91
Therapy. See also Psychotherapy
impact on agency of, 24
intersubjective approach to, 12
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152
dialectical, 138, 182, 188-189
grounding of, 86
in self-healing, 187-188
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agency and, 131-132
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and, 120
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in mother-infant relationship, 121
patient’s trajectory toward, 132
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Tolman, Deborah, 206
Tomasello, M., 102
“Total being,” Merleau-Ponty’s, 149,
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Traditions, and intentional agency, 90
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in coparticipant inquiry, 168, 170
Sullivan on, 168
Transformations, in personal agency,
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Transformative moment, in clinical
intervention, 125-126
Transitionality, and meaning creation,
119-120
Trauma, psychological, 41
Trevarthan, C., 100
Triadic interaction, in infant
development, 101, 102
Trust, and sexual agency, 201
Tu Wei-ming, 183
Twilight of the Idols (Nietzsche), 57
Twoness
clinical intervention for, 124-126
in paranoid-schizoid mode, 123

Unconscious
Freud’s discovery of, 14-15
primacy of, 44
Underdetermination, 77
Understanding
dialectical, 150
infant’s development of, 78
and personhood, 74
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Unfreedom, state of, 150

Union with nature, and expressiveness,
56

Union with others, and expressivism,
55

Unity/wholeness, and expressivism,
54, 56

Unpredictability, 143

“Unpredictable flow,” 138

Values, and female sexuality, 206
Virgins, cultural stereotypes of, 217
Virgin/whore dichotomy, 204, 209
Vision, consciousness of, 46
Volition, human, 42. See also Agency
Vygotsky, L. S., 75, 98

Watson, John B., 3
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(Nietzsche), 63
the West
conception of agency in, 235
concept of self in, 225
and concept of “the Other,” 73
Western thought, binary constructions
in, 204
White, Robert, 38, 178
Whores, cultural stereotypes of, 217
the will, components of, 142
Will to power, derivation of, 64
Will to Power (Nietzsche), 57, 62
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Wolstein, Benjamin, 157, 161, 170
Women See also Sexual agency;
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sexual desire of, 27-28
South Asian American, 231
Working-through process, 163
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