
Invented edens

teChno-CItIes of the twentIeth Century

roBert h. Kargon and arthur P. moLeLLa

the mIt Press

CamBrIdge, massaChusetts

London, engLand

http://mitpress.mit.edu/0262113201


© 2008 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any 
electronic or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or information 
storage and retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher.

For information on quantity discounts, email special_sales@mitpress.mit.edu.

Set in Engravers Gothic and Bembo by SPi Publisher Services, Puducherry, India. 
Printed and bound in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Kargon, Robert Hugh.
Invented Edens : techno-cities of the twentieth century / Robert H. Kargon and 
Arthur P. Molella.
 p. cm. — (Lemelson Center studies in invention and innovation)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-262-11320-5 (hardcover : alk. paper)
1. Cities and towns—Effect of technological innovations on—20th century.   
2. Information technology—Social aspects—20th century. 3. Telecommunication—
Social aspects—20th century. I. Molella, Arthur P., 1944–. II. Title.
HT166.K357 2008
307.7609'04—dc22
 2007045982

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Index

Adams, Thomas, 31
Alfonzo Ravard, Rafael, 116
American Museum of Science and 

Energy, 72, 83–85
Antonioni, Michelangelo, 62
Arborea, 50
Astengo, Giovanni, 108
AT&T, 137, 138, 144
Atomic bomb, 71, 85, 86, 89, 113
Augur, Tracy, 34–37, 68, 69, 75, 81, 

82, 86–90
Autarchy, 50, 53, 54, 57, 60–62, 152

Bacher, Robert, 90
Banfi, Gian Luigi, 92
Barkhin, Gregory, 26
Barnes, Joe, 138
Bauer, Catherine, 68, 113
BBPR Architectural Group, 92, 93
Bellamy, Edward, 8, 9
Betancourt, Romulo, 115, 116
Blandford, John, 68
Blood and soil, 39, 41, 50
Bomber City, 67–70
Bottoni, Piero, 92, 93
Bournville, 3, 14
Brown, Denise Scott, 139

Cadbury, George, 14, 16
Canavese, 101, 105, 108–112

Celebration, 136–147
Celotex, 76–78
Cemesto, 76–78
Center for International Studies, MIT, 

114, 115
Center for Urban and Regional Studies, 

MIT, 114, 115
Chase, Stuart, 21, 33
CIAM (Congrès Internationaux 

d’Architecture Moderne), 92, 93
Cities in Evolution (Geddes), 18
City (film), 24
City Behind a Fence (Johnson and 

Jackson), 73
Ciudad Guayana, 115–123
“Civics: As Applied Sociology” 

(Geddes), 17, 18
Clewiston, 31, 76
Cold War, 45, 81, 82
Columbia, Maryland, 132, 142,  

146
Community movement, 101–108,  

111, 146
Conservative utopia, 143
Corporacion Venezolana de Guayana, 

115, 116
Corporativist city, 93, 94
Crystal Palace, 13
Cultural lag theory, 87
Czech modernist towns, 95



188 Index

Darré, Richard Walter, 40
Death and Life of Great American Cities 

(Jacobs), 154, 155
Decline of the West (Spengler), 39, 50
Defense City, 68
Delano, Frederic, 32
Délégation Général à l’Aménagement 

Territoire et à l’Action Régionale, 
126, 127

De Min, Giuseppe, 54–58, 61, 62
Democracy without Political Parties 

(Olivetti), 101
Disneyland, 131, 132
Disney, Walt, 131–133, 136, 144,  

146
Disurbanists, 27
Draper, Earle, 34–37
Duany, Andres, 135

Edelman, John, 68
Eisner, Michael, 135, 138, 144
Eliot, Charles W. II, 33
Environmental city concept, 129
EPCOT, 132–134

Farm Cities Corporation, 31
Fascism, 4, 52, 60–62, 104, 106,  

113
Feder, Gottfried, 40, 41
Feldman, Max, 124
Figini, Luigi, 92
Ford, Henry, 29–32, 70, 132
Ford Motor Company, 67–70
Foundation towns, 47, 65
Fuller, R. Buckminster, 124
Functional City, 92, 93
Futurism, 60

Ganz, Alexander, 116, 117
Garden Cities of Tomorrow (Howard), 7, 

11, 25, 26
Garden City Associations, 13–16

Garden City movement, 13–18, 36, 39, 
40, 47, 52, 67, 75, 79, 85, 124, 125, 
129

Garden City Society, 26
Geddes, Patrick, 17, 18, 21, 36, 89
Giedion, Sigfried, 92, 100, 101, 150
Ginzburg, Moisei Iakovlevich, 27
Göring, Hermann, 38
Graves, Michael, 135, 139
Greenbelts, 26, 28, 29, 34, 36, 69, 79, 

81, 87, 134–136, 152, 155
Groves, Leslie, 74
Gutkind, Erwin, 98–100, 108

Hanford, Washington, 71
Harvard-MIT Joint Center for Urban 

Studies, 115
Heller, Walter, 124
Henry, John, 143
Herf, Jeffrey, 39
Hermann-Göring-Werke, 37
Howard, Ebenezer, 7, 8, 16–18, 21, 36, 

39, 86, 87

Industrial Revolution, 2–4, 31, 39, 45, 
50, 87, 88, 93, 150, 151

Istituto Nazionale de Urbanistica, 108
Istituto per il Rinnovamento Urbano e 

Rurale, 111, 112
Ivanitsky, Alexander, 26
Ivrea, 91, 92, 95, 96, 108–111, 151

Jackson, Charles, 73
Jacobs, Jane, 130, 154, 155
Johnson, Charles, 73
Johnson, Philip, 139

Kastner, Alfred, 68

Lacaze, Jean-Paul, 127, 129
Land Nationalisation Society, 14
Land reclamation, 50, 52, 54



Index 189

Lapp, Ralph, 88
Latina, 50
Le Corbusier, 92, 93, 127, 132
Leng, John, 14
Letchworth, 16, 39, 40
Le Vaudreuil, 126–130, 151, 154
Lever, William Hesketh, 14, 16
Lilienthal, David, 37, 46, 98, 100
Linear city, 27, 28
Littoria, 50
Looking Backward (Bellamy), 8, 9
L’Ordine politico delle communità 

(Olivetti), 101–104
Los Alamos, 71, 74

MacKaye, Benton, 21, 23, 24, 34, 89
MacRae, Hugh, 31
Magnitogorsk, 28
Manhattan Project, 71–73
Marinetti, Filippo Tomasso, 60
Marinotti, Franco, 47, 53
Marshall, James, 74, 75
Marty, Martin, 124, 125
Marx, Karl, 27, 28, 102, 104, 150
May, Ernst, 28
Meyerson, Martin, 115
Miliutin, Nikolai Aleksandrovich, 27
Minnesota Experimental City, 124–126
Modernism, 39, 40, 92, 149–151
Moore, Charles, 139
Morgan, Arthur E., 33, 34, 46
Morgan, Harcourt, 37, 46
Mounier, Emmanuel, 98
Mumford, Lewis, 18–22, 30, 98, 99, 

108, 112, 155
Muscle Shoals, 30, 31
Mussolinia, 50
Mussolini, Benito, 47–50, 54
Must We Hide? (Lapp), 88

National Housing Agency, 68
Nationalisation of Labour Society, 9

National Planning Board, 32
National Security Resources Board, 86
National Socialist ideology, 4, 37–45
Nature worship, 104, 105
Neville, Ralph, 14, 16
New Deal, 29, 33, 45, 52, 100, 152
Newell, Frederick H., 31, 33
New Lanark, 2
New towns, 37–45, 114
New urbanism, 132, 135, 136, 141
Nolen, John, 31, 34
Norris, George, 30
Norris, 28, 29, 34–37

Oak Ridge, 74–86, 151
Odum, Howard, 33
Ogburn, William, 86, 87
Okhitovich, Moisei, 27
Olivetti, Adriano, 91, 92, 96–107, 112
Olivetti, Camillo, 91
Owings, Nathaniel, 75, 80

Parker, Barry, 16
Pavia Plan, 93
Peattie, Lisa, 117, 119, 120
Penderlea, 31
Peressutti, Enrico, 92
Piacentini, Marcello, 48
Piccinato, Luigi, 52
Pierce Foundation, 75
Planning movement, 91, 92, 100
Plater-Zyberk, Elizabeth, 135
Pollini, Gino, 92
Pontine Marshes, 50–52
Port Sunlight, 3, 14
Problem of Building Socialist Cities 

(Miliutin), 27, 28

Reactionary modernism, 39, 40
Regionalism, 16–24, 89, 95, 99–104, 111
Regional Planning Association of 

America, 21–24, 33, 89



190 Index

Regional Survey, 17
Reuther, Walter, 68
Reverse nostalgia, 146, 147
Richardson, Ambrose, 80
Rimpl, Herbert, 38, 41–43, 104
Rodwin, Lloyd, 113–117, 120, 121
Rogers, Ernesto Nathan, 92
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 29–34
Rouse, James, 132

Sabaudia, 50, 52, 65
Sabsovich, Leonid, 26, 27
Saltaire, 3
Salzgitter, 37–45, 151
Schriever, Bernard, 124
Seaside, 135
Semionev, Vladimir Nikolarvich, 26, 28
Seri, Paolo, 132
Sette cane, un vestito (film), 62–65
Silha, Otto, 124
Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill, 75–81
SNIA (Società Navigazione Industriale 

Applicazione) Viscosa, 47, 53, 61
Sociological Society, 17
Soria y Mata, Arturo, 27, 28
Sotsgorod, 26, 27
Speer, Albert, 41, 42
Spengler, Oswald, 39, 50
Spilhaus, Athelstan, 123–125
Stalingrad, 28
Stein, Clarence, 20–22, 33, 89
Stone and Webster, 74
Stonorov, Oskar, 68
Story of Utopias (Mumford), 19, 20
Strauss, Lewis, 90
Suburbanization, 89
Survey Graphic, 21–24

Techno-cities, 1–5, 25, 46, 149–156
Techno-nostalgia, 23, 24, 137–141, 149
Technopoles, 155, 156
Teller, Edward, 86

Tennessee Valley Authority, 28–31, 38, 
73, 98, 99, 105, 151

Thompson, Wayne, 124
Torviscosa, 47–66, 151

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
25–28

United Auto Workers, 67, 68
Unwin, Raymond, 16, 31
Urban dispersal, 86–90
Urbanism, 26, 27, 108, 109
Urban studies, 114, 115
Utopianism, 1, 5, 152, 154

Val de Reuil (Le Vaudreuil), 126–130, 
151, 154

Valle d’Aosta plan, 94, 95
Venturi, Robert, 139
Vivrett, Walter, 124
Volgograd, 28
Von Moltke, Wilhelm, 116

Walt Disney Company, 134, 135, 
145–147

Walt Disney World Resorts, 131
Weber, Max, 153
Wiener, Norbert, 89, 90
Whitaker, Charles Harris, 20, 21
Williams, Norman, 116
Willow Run, Michigan, 67–70, 151
World’s Fairs, 24, 75–77, 132–135, 152
World War I, 2, 25, 29, 53, 54, 152
World War II, 45, 47, 66, 67, 81, 89, 

113, 139, 152
Wright, Frank Lloyd, 52
Wright, Henry, 21, 34

Young, Whitney, 124

Zukin, Sharon, 143


	0262113201intro1.pdf
	9780262113205.pdf
	Contents
	Acknowledgments
	Introduction: The Arc of Utopias 
	1 Neotechnics in the Garden: The Marriage of Country and Town
	2 Planning for National Regeneration: Techno-Cities in the Interwar Years
	3 Techno-Città: Technology and Urban Design in Fascist Italy
	4 The Techno-City Goes to War: America in World War II and After
	5 Utopia Revived: From Industrial Modernism to Community
	6 The City of Disciplines: Utopia Denied, Utopia Restored
	7 Techno-Nostalgia and the New Urbanism 
	Conclusion: The Fate of the Industrial Eden 
	Notes
	Index




