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During the long process of researching and writing this book, John L. 
Sprague (grandson of Frank J. Sprague) provided invaluable assistance 
in the form of ideas, recommendations, contacts, and access to mate-
rial not readily available from public sources. These included his per-
sonal recollections, family papers, and especially the six letterbooks 
(now available at the Williams College Chapin Library) that were 
presented to Frank Sprague on his  seventy- fi fth birthday in 1932. 
While respecting my independent critical analysis absolutely, he has 
corrected any number of factual errors in early drafts.

My friend and mentor Davis Dyer supplied continuous guidance 
in framing (and re- framing!) the project, as well as constant encour-
agement in seeing it through. Without his support, this book would 
never have been completed.
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