Preface

This work on Yawelmani phonology is not intended to present any
new data on the language; nor is it intended to make any contribu-
tion to the theory of phonology through a study of the particular
language. It is a reformulation of Professor Stanley Newman’s
description of the Yawelmani language in terms of generative
phonology. In this reformulation the reader may note advances in
the theory of phonology made in the period between the publication
of his renowned work and of this one.

I'should like to express my gratitude to Professor Stanley Newman
for letting me use an unpublished list of Yawelmani nouns. I am
grateful also to James D. McCawley and David Stampe, whose
comments about an earlier version of this study were essential to its
improvement. Richard Carter, Jeffrey Gruber, and Sanford Schane
have given much needed help in preparing the final draft as well as
valuable suggestions and criticism. But, above all, I am indebted to
Morris Halle, without whose guidance, encouragement, and
patience this study would never have come into existence.
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