Preface

This collection of original research papers on visual cognition first appeared as a
special issue of Cognition: International Journal of Cognitive Science. The study
of visual cognition has seen enormous progress in the past decade, bringing impor-
tant advances in our understanding of shape perception, visual imagery, and
mental maps. Many of these discoveries are the result of converging investiga-
tions in different areas, such as cognitive and perceptual psychology, artificial
intelligence, and neuropsychology. This volume is intended to highlight a sample
of work at the cutting edge of this research area for the benefit of students and
researchers in a variety of disciplines. The tutorial introduction that begins the
volume is designed to help the nonspecialist reader bridge the gap between the
contemporary research reported here and earlier textbook introductions or litera-
ture reviews.
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