


But the growth of the chemical industry has left in its wake very
serious problems - widespread pollution and the alarming diffusion
of unsafe products . What are the benefits of chemistry and what are
the risks ? How many of these risks can and cannot be avoided ? How

much of the negative side of chemistry is due to economic profit , how
much to improvidence ? Is a certain amount of risk a necessary con -
sequence of the acquisition of goods and the battle against disease?

These are all very difficult questions and are all too often uttered by
voices as strident as they are misinformed or , worse , biased when not

wholly self -serving .

I do .not hope to settle such issues here and now , for it is not in my
power ~ nor perhaps in anybody else's power - to do so. My intent is
simply to examine in the light of hard facts the general framework
within which the concerned scientists operate .

In an effort not to overload the text , I have only given there general

information on the scope of chemistry 's impact on modern society .
The reader will find supplementary material and quantitative data in
the appendixes .

This book is the result of readings , discussions , exchanges of ideas ,
and advice from friends . In particular , I wish to thank my father , who
has been an inexhaustible source of advice and information ; Enrico

Cernia , whose knowledge has been the source of various paragraphs ;

and Mimmo Misiti , with whom I have discussed almost every line .

xvz Preface


