
�

Subject Index

A

Acceptability of stories, 1
Acting out as evaluative device, 92
Adequate Paraphrase, 26

"Baddest girl in the
neighboorhood," 38, 141

"Eating on the N . Y.
Thruway ," 59, 131

how to construct , 27 -30

" The Ordeal ," 144

reported speech in, 28
"The Robbery," 149

Adult

always in control , 115, 116, 147
competent , 116-117, 193
MANQUE , 186

strength of, 117
trusts only himself ,116

ADULTS 153 - 157 , 160

"Eating on the New York
Thruway ," 138

KNOWLEDGE , 153

nature of , 131 , 138 -139 , 147 - 148 ,

153 - 154 , 167

pain, 146
PROPERTIES OF , 149 , 175 - 179 ,

181

RESPONSIBILITIES OF , 175 -

176 , 177 - 178

WANTS OF , 177

Aesthetics , 127

Alienation , 133 , 136

Aloneness of individual , 119 , 133 ,

139

Altered perceptions, 126
Ambiguity in oral storytelling , 45
Ambition , 113

American cultural constructs ,

grammar of , 3,, 109 -114 , 151 -179

American -heterogenerity , 12-14
values , 13

American psychotherapy , 120
American world view , 109 - 194

Americanness of author , 4 , 114 , 195 -

202

" Americans ," 12 - 14

Amplification , 79-80
Anger , 136

Appropriate stories, 25-26
Autism , 124

Autonomy , 128, 134

B

"Baddest girl in the
Neighborhood ," 30, 44
chart of evaluation , 35 -36

courage in , 38
cultural constructs in mainline

story , 141-143
discussion of evaluation in , 35 -38

durative -descriptive
propositions in, 34-35

event , clauses in , 32 , 33 , 37

event propostitions in, 33-34
non-storyworld , clauses in, 32-33
standing up for rights in, 37, 143
teller of , 12

text of , 31 - 32

Basic human needs , 117 , 118 , 127

Bigoted, 103
Best friends , 132

, .

" But ," 27 .



fears of , 115

MANQUE, 186
nature of , 153 , 158 , 183 -185

need for love , 142 - 147

pain, 146, 158
Choice, importance of, 133-134, 137-

138 , 140 , 147

CHOICES OF INDIVIDUAL , 110 ,

159 , 166 , 181

Coca Cola , 130 - 132 , 139

Coherence

importance of in world
views , 112 , 124 , 197

need for , 124

Collapse of time frames, 92
Commonplace ideas, role in

establishing world view , 109-112
Communication breakdown , 8

Competence, importance of, 47, 122,
128 , 139

concentration camps , horror of , 118 ,
196

Conflicting needs, 120
Contential evaluation , 29

Conventions of narration , 19

Conversational constraints , 43ff

Conversational stories 12 , 19 , 21 , 28 ,

44 , 49 , 93 , 113

as written texts , 2

boundary between conversation
and storytelling , 92-93

Co-operation, 140
COURAGE , 38 , 110 , 143 - 147 , 152 , 160

Cowardice , 110 , 142 - 143

CRAZY PERSON , 141

CRIMINALS

nature of , 189

proper treatment of , 189

Cross - cultural communication ,

difficulties of , 3 , 8 , 195ff

Crucial contextual information , 26 ,

2)

Cultural analysis, defense of
method , 113 - 115

Cultural constraints on

explanation , 8
Cultural constructs 109 -114 , 151 -155

American , grammar of , 151 -179

defense of , 154

in "Eating on the N . Y.
Thruway ," 128-141

in " Fainting on the

Subway," 115-128
method of analysis, 109-114, 151-

154

"unpacking" of, 152-153
Culture , from insiders vs . outsiders

perspective, 13-14

D

Dependence, 147
Deserving what you get/ getting

what you deserve , 122 -123

Deviance , fascination of , 121

Diffuse story , 66, 85, 93

Discourse chunking, 28
Discovery technique, American

cultural values , 110 - 113

Discussion as evaluative device , 98

Doing, importance of, 139-140
Double intensifier as evaluative

device , 99

Durative -descriptive propositions ,
20 , 27 , 29 , 30 , 55 , 75 - 76

clauses , 20 , 23 , 27 , 31 , 53 , 75 - 76

Dutch culture , 14

Dutch values , 5 , 65

attitudes toward work , friends ,

job, 5, 7
Dying , 149

E

"Eating on the N . Y. Thruwayll 49,
3)

adequate paraphrase of, 59, 62
adults in , 138

competence in , 138, 139

   210 Subject Index

C

Child abuse , 146

CHILDREN 153 , 158



cultural constructs in , 128 - 141

durative -de script ive
propositions , 55

entrance talk , 47 , 50 - 51 , 62 - 63

evaluation chart of , 57ff

exit talk , new non-storyworld
propositions in , 60-61

friendship in, 63
mainline story event

clauses , 52

propositions , 52-53
as moral tale , 132

non-storyworld clauses, 53-54, 61
non-storyworld propositions , 54-

55 , 61 - 62

plot of, 131, 132
recipient design in, 62
students' objections to, 65
text to , 51 - 52

Emergencies, reactions to, 141
Emotions , 128

genuineness of, 120
Entrance talk , 47

locally occasioned, 45, 79
recipient designed, 46-48

Episodes in narrative , 19
EQUALITY , American conception of,

122 , 193 - 194

Evaluation , 21 , 25 , 78 , 86 , 181

amount of , 27 , 29

contential , 24 , 25 , 29

through conversation, 50, 84-85,
92

definition of , 22

deictic , 24 , 25 , 26 , 29 , 92

functions of , 22

at peak, 23, 25, 92
by touchstone, 101

Evaluative devices , 22 , 30

acting out, 30, 92
discussion , 98

double intensifier , 99

"evaluation of changes of
state ," 22

expressive phonology , 25

Subject Index 211

external commentary / 25/ 90
flashaheads, 23/ 29
flashbacks, 23/ 29
intensifiers , 99
mimetic evaluation , 92/ 94-96

modality / change of, 25
negative proposition , 98
non-elaboration / 30

non-storyworld comments, 26/ 29
power of, 24
register shift , 23
repetition , 23/ 25/ 98/ 99/ 104
reported speech, 23/ 24/ 104/ 106
self correction, 99
stress, 98/ 99/ 104

Event 16

clauses, 17/ 18/ 30
definition of, 16

marking, non-Indo European, 17
Excuses for not being We'll , 116-117
Exit talk 48 , 49 , 59 , 60

analysis of , 49

discussion of , 46

new non - storyworld clauses

in , 61

text of , 60

Expansion of propositions , 2

Expressive phonology , 25

External commentary , 25

Extortion , 142

F

FACTS , 157 , 159 , 163 - 165

Fainting 97 - 98 , 115 - 116

is frightening , 105

narratability of , 116

" Fainting on the Subway , " 46 , 93 ,

111

cultural constructs in , 115 - 128

evaluation in , 97 - 107

missing proposal , 97

negotiated story , 93 - 94

proposals for meaning , 93 , 96 - 97 ,

105 , 113 , 115

text , 94 - 96



212 Subject Index

Family , 135, 138, 139
FEELINGS , nature of , 157 , 160 , 169

"Finding the story in all the talk ,"
~

Fire safety, 127
Flashaheads , 23 , 29

Flashbacks , 17 , 23 , 29

and flashaheads as

evaluation , 29

"Flashed clauses," marking of, 16-
17 , 20

Food , attitudes toward , 128 , 129 - 130

Freedom , 121 , 143

FRIENDS , 128 , 132 - 138 , 159

nature of , 167 - 168

Friendship , 128, 132
Frightening situation , narratability

of , 115

Fun , 139

G

Generic narratives , 17 - 18 , 181

Getting what you deserve, 122-123,
150

" Good Friend ," 132

Grammar of American cultural

constructs , 151 - 179

H

HAPPINESS , 124 - 125 , 156 , 158 , 160 ,

170

Health , 129 - 130 , 134 , 156 , 170

Help fulness, American view , 119,
125

Helplessness, 115, 149
Heterogeneity , American , 12-14
Historical present tense , 18

Honesty, importance of in
friendship ,132-133, 135

Horror , 118

"Hospital Hierarchy "
structural analysis of, 91-92
text of , 88

" How to run your life and know how
to feel and relate to other .

people" books, 110
role of in analysis, I'll -112

HUMAN NATURE , 157 - 159 , 166 -

179

Hurting other people, 132-133

I

Incompetence, 139
Incompetent at living , 122
Independence, 116, 133, 143
Individual , II , 155 , 160 , 171 - 174

aloneness of , 133

CHOICE OF , 166

conflicts between needs , 120

FEELINGS OF , 169

importance of, 116, 119
MUST DO , 159 - 160

NATURE OF , 171 - 174

NEED FOR KNOWLEDGE , 159

NEED FOR WORK , 159

NEEDS OF , 110 , 159

PAIN OF , 159

power of , 10

resources of , 137

SHOULD , 160

Inner vs . outer self , 120

Insecurity , 136
Intensifiers as evaluative device , 99

" Interlude ," text of , 87

Interruption and resumption, 43, 83
Italian views , 155

J
Joy, 136

K

"Kate's Triurnpth ,"
analysis of, 86, 89-92
text of , 86 -89

Key Events, 26, 27, 3D, 37, 46, 48
Kindness , 119

KNOWLEDGE , I22 , 159

OF INDIVIDUAL , 167 , 181



L

LIFE , NATURE OF , 159 , 166

Linguistic constraints on
storytelling , 45-46

Linguistic realizations of stories, 15,
16

LIST OF LISTS , 159 - 162

Loss of control , 115 - 116

Loss of face , 45

M

Main Line Story Event 28
clauses , 27 , 28 , 31 , 32 , 46 , 74

propositions , 27, 74
Making a fuss, 145
" Man ," 27 , 43

Man becomes beast , 118

Material world , 127

Mentally handicapped , 122, 141
Method of cultural explanation ,

109 - 113

Mimetic evaluation , 92 , 94 - 96

Minimal responses , 27 , 48

"Missing Proposal, The," 97, 105
Money, importance of, 149
Moribund , l86

N

Narration , simultaneous , 16

Narrative , 16

conventions of , 19

definition of , 16

episodes, 19
generic, 16, 17-18
linguistic realization of, 15
negative, 18
time line , 16 , 18 , 20

types of , 16

Nature of being- American
view , 120

NATURE OF THE WORLD , 157 ,

159 , 163 - 166 , 195

Necessities of life , 128 - 130

Subject Index 213

Needs of human beings, 112, 117-118,
147 , 153 - 157 , 159 , 168 - 169

Negative proposition as evaluative
device , 98

Negotiated story , 66, 93-94
Neurosis , 130

New York , New Yorkers , 121

New York Thruway , 130
Niceness , 102 , 119 , 139

" No ," 27

Non - elaboration as evaluative

device , 30

Non -evaluation of prima facie
evaluated material , 97

Non-Indo European event
marking , 17

Non-storyworld clauses, 27, 28, 31,
61 , 77

Non-storyworld propositions , 28, 54-
55 , 61 - 62

Normal , 116 - 117

" Normal " stories , 1, 8

Norms , 121

deviation from , 142

Now of storyworld , 25

0

Objectivity , 9
Openness, value of, 116
Oppression, 123, 143
Optimism , 143
" Ordeal , The "

adequate paraphrase of, 144
analysis of, 89-90
cultural constructs in , 144 -148 ,

152

text of , 86 -87

P

PAIN , 136 , 144 - 147 , 160

of INDIVIDUAL , 151 - 152 , 170 -

171

Peak , 23 - 25

Personal problems, 116-117
Pessimism , 150



214 Subject Index

Physical dangers, reality of, 127
PHYSICAL WORLD , nature of , 159 ,

166

Plans , 16 , 18

Point of story , 1, 16, 21, 46, 47, 92, 107

evaluation through
conversation , 49 , 92

negotiation for , 93, 97

relation to story , 46
Poison , 131 - 132

Poor , 149 - 150 , 189 - 190

PROPER PERSON , nature of , 134 ,

138 , 141 , 142 , 143 , 153 , 157 - 158 ,

160 , 179 , 191

Proper storyteller , 2
Proposals for meaning, "Fainting on

the Subway," 93, 96-97, 115
Pseudoconversation , 85 , 86 , 148

Psychotherapy, 126
Punishment , 145

R

Rational , 160 , 174

Real emotions , 136

Reasonable person , 131 -132

REASONS TO ACT , 159 , 166

Recipient design, 46-48
Red undancy , 29, 30

of cultural constructs , 112 , 156

in texts , 111 - 112

Repetition
as evaluative device , 78 , 98 , 99 ,

104

Report, 16, 17, 20
Reported speech as evaluative

device , 104 , 106

Respect, 152
Responsibilities of adults , 153-154,

181

Retarded

as children manque, 186
nature of , 186 - 188

Right / Wrong , 160, 181
Rightness of political order , 123
RIGHTS , 153 - 155

OF INDIVIDUAL , 110 , 153 - 157 ,

159 , 160 , 170

"Robbery, The" 66ff, 112
adequate paraphrase of, 149
analysis of, 71-86
cultural constructs in , 148 - 150

entrance talk in , 73 -74

text of , 67 - 71

S

Sadism , 146

Sadness , 136

Safety, 129, 135, 136, 158
need for , 127

Salience of evaluated

information , 22 , 24 , 46

Secondary storyteller , role of, 86, 91
Self 159 , 160 , 172

- control , 146

- correction , 99

- evident truths , 3 , 10

need for , 147

- reflection as American trait , 4

Senses, primacy of 126
Sexual relations , 154

Sick people, nature of, 186
Simultaneous narration , 16

Smiling , importance of, 125
" So " 27 43, ,

Social constraints on conversational

storytelling , 43, 45-46
Social needs , 119 - 120 , 158

SOCIETY , 153 - 154

Spiritual , need for the, 127-128
State / Event distinction , 32

State clauses , 17

State propositions , 18, 19, 46, 79
States , semantics of , 17

Stigma tized persons, 122-123
Stories

as MORAL fables , 119

acceptability of, 1
as deviations from expected

noffi1  S, 112



Subject Index 215

w
"Walk, The"

analysis, 90-91
text of, 88

U

Unhappiness , social irresponsibility

of , 125 - 126

Uniqueness of personal history , 118

Utterances , 11 , 27 , 28 , 44 , 49

V

Vak - idioot , 7

Values , American , 13

WANTS ( PLEASURES ) , 153 - 154

Warmth , 136

Water , 130 - 132 , 138 , 139

Weakness , 142

" Well , " 27 , 43

WHAT IS POSSIBLE , 165

WORK , 140 , 159 , 167

happiness as , 126

necessity of , 190

" World View , " of western

cultures , 114

Written texts of conversational

stories , 1

y

" Yes , " 27

" You know , " 14 , 27 , 37 , 43 , 101 , 103

ethnomethodological
approach es to, 43

as sequenced objects, 44, 62
Story

as conversation , 71 - 86

definition of , 16 , 17, 20 , 22

event clauses , 18, 28

introducers , 15, 47

meaning of, 1, 8
recipients, constraints on, 44-49,

86 , 91

sequence , 66, 86- 92

structures , 15 , 19 , 44 , 46 , 86 , 89 - 90

telling , 2, 8, 15, 20, 25, 45, 47, 85,
195 , 197

units , 86

Storyworld , 15, 43, 46
propositions , IS, 25, 28, 43, 47, 48,

~

differential weighting of, 2
state of affairs in , 17 , 20 , 22 , 43 ,
47

updating , 20
Stress as evaluative device , 98 , 99 ,

104

Suffering, wrongness of, 122-123
"System, the," 123, 130, 131

T

Talking things out , value of, 135-136
Temporal reference point , 16, 17
THINGS THAT ARE

POSSIBLE , 159 , 165

THINGS WHICH DO NOT

EXIST , 159 , 165

THINGS WHICH EXIST , 159 , 163 -
165

Ties, freeing oneself , 119
Time frames, collapse of, 92
Tonga views, 142-143
Topics, narratability of, 129
Tragic vision , 126, 150
True start , 17 , 19

Trust , 116 , 126 , 131 , 135

Turn -taking in conversation, 44


