
Preface

This book deals with the semantics of the natural language expressions

that have been taken to refer to individuals: pronouns, definite descrip-

tions, and proper names. It claims, contrary to previous theorizing, that

they have a common syntax and semantics, roughly that which is cur-

rently associated by philosophers and linguists with definite descriptions

as construed in the tradition of Frege.

Besides advancing this proposal, I hope to achieve at least one other

aim, that of urging linguists and philosophers dealing with pronoun inter-

pretation, in particular donkey anaphora, to consider a wider range of

theories at all times than is sometimes done at present. I am thinking par-

ticularly of the gulf that seems to have emerged between those who prac-

tice some version of dynamic semantics (including DRT) and those who

eschew this approach and claim that the semantics of donkey pronouns

crucially involves definite descriptions (if they consider donkey anaphora

at all). In my opinion there is too little work directly comparing the

claims of these two schools (for that is what they amount to) and testing

them against the data in the way that any two rival theories might be

tested. (Irene Heim’s 1990 article in Linguistics and Philosophy does this,

and largely inspired my own project, but I know of no other attempts.) I

have tried to remedy that in this book. I ultimately come down on the

side of definite descriptions and against dynamic semantics, but that pref-

erence is really of secondary importance beside the attempt at a system-

atic comparative project.

I owe a great intellectual debt to Irene Heim, whose writings and

comments have inspired and improved this work at all stages of its pro-

duction. This book is a revised version of my 2002 MIT PhD dissertation

by the same title, for which Heim served as committee chair. I also owe

a great deal to the other members of that committee, Kai von Fintel,

Danny Fox, and Michael Glanzberg, for the many hours they have spent



insightfully discussing this material with me. For detailed comments on

drafts of various chapters, often in the form of earlier papers, I am very

grateful to Daniel Büring, Noam Chomsky, Kai von Fintel, Danny Fox,

Michael Glanzberg, Dan Hardt, Irene Heim, Sabine Iatridou, Stephen

Neale, Uli Sauerland, Bernhard Schwarz and an anonymous Natural

Language Semantics reviewer. I am especially grateful to Stephen Neale,

who kindly acted as reviewer for the MIT Press and provided thought-

clarifying comments in a very short space of time. For other valuable dis-

cussion and comments I thank Klaus Abels, Karlos Arregi, Mark Baltin,

Chris Barker, Abbas Benmamoun, Lina Choueiri, Kit Fine, Lila Gleit-

man, Jim Higginbotham, Hajime Hoji, Polly Jacobson, David Kaplan,

Richard Kayne, Ed Keenan, Richard Larson, Julie Legate, Lauren

Macioce, Alec Marantz, Luisa Marti, Lisa Matthewson, Jason Merchant,

Shigeru Miyagawa, Barbara Partee, Christopher Peacocke, David Peset-

sky, Colin Phillips, Paul Postal, Liina Pylkkänen, Tanya Reinhart, Mats

Rooth, Barry Schein, Stephen Schi¤er, Yael Sharvit, Michal Starke,

Anna Szabolcsi, Satoshi Tomioka, Karina Wilkinson, Alexander Wil-

liams, Ruth Yudkin, two anonymous SALT reviewers, and five anony-

mous WCCFL reviewers. Special thanks to Ken Hiraiwa, Shinichiro

Ishihara, Shigeru Miyagawa, Shogo Suzuki, and an anonymous FAJL 3

reviewer for giving me Japanese judgments and helping me construct

examples for chapters 1 and 5.

Chapter 2 of the present work is a revised version of Elbourne 2001a,

which appeared in Natural Language Semantics. Material from this

article is reprinted here with the kind permission of Kluwer Academic

Publishers.

I am extraordinarily thankful to my friends for keeping me surprisingly

relaxed and happy over the last few years. Invidious as it may be to single

out a proper subset thereof, I cannot neglect to thank Lee Jackson and

Joanne Dixon, for much hospitality and good cheer, and my academic,

avocational, and moral advisers Sı́ofra Pierse and Liina Pylkkänen.

Sı́ofra, vivamus, mea Hibernica, atque amemus.

With gratitude for everything, this book is dedicated to my father,

David Elbourne, and to the memory of my mother, Jacqueline Elbourne.
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