
In many countries , edt/cation in physics , both for nonspecialists
and for future specialists , is unsatisfactory . In all countries ,
improvement is essential at some levels of teaching . E.tperi -
ments have been initiated in some countries to try to find 1~'a)~S
to make improvements ,' }tJe welcome and encourage such experiments

. They are particularly necessary and important at

the level of secondary schools or their equivalent . Experiments
and solutions will probably take diflerentforms in different
countries .
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON PHYSICS EDUCATION

RESOLUTIONS

The Conference has accepted, without dissent, the following resolutions
. Some of the comments and re commend atio Jls concerning education 
in physics may apply to education in other subjects , and 1\'e are

particularly aware that similar consideration might profit ably be given
to the teaching of cheJni.S'try and Jnathematics, 's'ubjects whic !! need to
be taught effectively if the efforts of even the best physics teachers
are not to be seriou 's'ly impaired . Ho }~'ever, since this conference ha,S'
been composed exclusively of physicists , we have limited our comments 

and recommendations to the subject on which we may claim

to speak with authority .

WE RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS :

In our view , physics is an essential part of the intellectllallife
of man at the present day, and the study of physics provides a
unique interplay of logical and experimental disciplines . Studying 

physics and the physicist 's methods of acquiring and el-'aluat -
ing knowledge should therefore be regarded as a necessary part
of the education of all children .

I .

II .



III .

IV .

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION IN PHYSICS

We should like to see one or more international institutes

established , among their functions being the devising and carrying 
out of experiments of this kind .

fVe recommend to the International Union of Pure and Ap -
plied Physics that it should take appropriate action , possibly
in collaboration with other international organizations , to establish 

an international committee of professional physicists to

accept responsibility for :

1. The collection , evaluation , and co-ordination of information

and the stimulation of experilnents at all levels of physicsed -
ucation .

2. The suggesting of ways in which the facilities for the study
of physics at alllevelii might be improved in various countrieii .
3. The collection and eval [lation of information on methods
used for the assessment of standards of performance of students 

of physics and for the evalllation of the qualifications and

effectiveness of teachers of physics .
4. The giving of help to teachers in incorporating modern
knowledge in their C Ollrses.
5. The promotion of the exchange of information and ideas
among all countries by methods that wollld include the holding
of international conferences .

We ask our Chairman , Professor Sanborn C. Brown , to accept
on our behalf the invitation of the Secretary -General of the
International Union of Pure and Applied Physics to attend the
Ottawa meeting of the General Assembly of the Union , to
present the resolutions and recommendation .fi of this Conference

, of which the Union ~'as one of the .fjpon.fjors, and inparticular 
to ask the Union to accept the resp /1.fjibility propo ,fied in

Resolution II .

We stress that ef Jzcient instruction in physic ,S' require ,S' ,S'pecialized
teachers who can keep abreast of development ,\' in a rapidly
growing subject . We are alarmed at the pre.\'ent shortage of
such teachers, particularly in view of the growing demand for
physics education . The shortage is likely to become more acute
in the years ahead.
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