PREFACE

Housing conditions, the movement of people, the econom-
ics of rebuilding old neighborhoods, the social effects of urban
renewal programs—these are some of the elements that have a
bearing on the choice of public policies for the future of our cities.
Research on these subjects must depend largely upon information
from people close to the scene of events. Three cities were chosen
for detailed examination in this study: New York, Los Angeles, and
Hartford. Information was collected in 1961, and the findings in
each of these cities should be re-examined in the light of changes
since then. Public officials, housing specialists, and realtors in all
three cities were generous in sharing their experience with me.
Beyond the indebtedness acknowledged in citations within this
study, several people are due for special thanks.

- In New York, Milton Abelson, then with the Regional Plan
Association, was particularly helpful. Staff members of the Federal
Housing Administration and the New York Department of City
Planning, and Louis Winnick and Frank XKristof of the New
York Housing and Redevelopment Board, also helped generously.

For assistance in Los Angeles, I am most indebted to Henry
A. Babcock; Leo Grebler and his associates at the University of
California Real Estate Research Program; Arnold A. Wilken,
Area Representative of the Housing and Home Finance Agency;
and staff members of the Los Angeles City Planning Commission,
the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commission, and the
Federal Housing Administration.

In Hartford, staff members of the Hartford Commission on the
City Plan, the Capitol Region Planning Agency, the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, and the Hartford Area Transportation Study
all provided special assistance.

My colleagues in the M.L.T. Department of City and Regional
Planning offered good counsel in the formulation of research pro-
posals and made many useful comments on an earlier draft of this
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study. I am particularly indebted to Lloyd Rodwin, who super-
vised my doctoral dissertation on which this book is based, and
to Kevin Lynch, John T. Howard, Frederick J. Adams, and
Charles Abrams. In addition, I want to thank Louis Winnick and
Nathaniel Rogg for reviewing the manuscript and making many
helpful suggestions.

I am grateful to the Joint Center for Urban Studies of M.LT.
and Harvard University—and to Martin Meyerson, its first director
—for a research appointment that provided financial assistance and
a stimulating atmosphere in which to work. Paul Kolp furnished
important help, as a research assistant at the Joint Center, in de-
veloping statistical materials on race and housing.

An earlier version of Chapter 3 was published as an article in
the Journal of the American Institute of Planners, “Locational
Preferences in the Urban Housing Market,” Vol. 27 (November
1961), pp. 316-324.

Finally, I am most indebted to my wife Elaine for her sup-
port and encouragement and for her own intellectual contributions
to this study.

BERNARD J. FRIEDEN
Cambridge, Massachusetts
December 1963
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