
Preface

~I~llel -e is an imp ()l'tallt s()cial C()iltext in \Vllicll tIle design and
}) l'()ducti ()ll of arcllitcctul -C takes place . ~rilis c()ntext includes
tIle pr ()fessi()ll , arcllitcctllrc firms , clicllts , and practitioners '
silal-ed ideas abollt Il ()\V bllildings Ollgllt t() look and ()Ugllt to
fllncti ()ll . l~y and large m ()st allalyses ()f arcllitectul 'al })ractice
Ila\'C been Ilistorical ()r Ilavc exaillinccl tIle p I'()(lucts of practice- tIle st}.lcs alld tIle ilses of bllildillg S. I nstcad, I f ()cus at-

telltion ()n tIle s()cialllildcl -pillnings ()f design and product i()n
acti \ ' ities . ~Rile lnain tl1cme of tl1e b ()()k is tl1at tl1cre are c ()n -

tradictol -}' featllres in Colltc ill})()rary })racticc . ~Riley endanger
tl1e basis ()fal 'cllitects ' c()inmit  I1lcllt alld tl1eir c()llabol -ati ()n ; tl1ey
create inc ()nsistellcies bet \ \.ccll al -c I1itects ' illtellti ()ns alld tl1eir

a C C()111}) lis  I111lcllts ; all ( l tIle } ' gcllcl 'atc illeS Ca})able dilcl1lmas f () r

firlns tl1at ine\'itabl }' C()11l})cte f()r (lesigll a\\'al-(ls, C()m I1lissi()Ils,
all ( l f ()r sllcel ' Slll ' \ ' i \ 'al .

Of C() llrSe , 111ail Y scI1 () lal -S 11a\ .c clcalt \ \.it  il tl1C s()cia I11ist ()1'y ()f

tl1C }) r () fcssi () ll all ( l () f al ' c I1itcctllral }) I'acticc . I-I ()\ \'C\ 'Cl' , tl1C f ()-

CllS 11as I)CCll ()11 tl1C 11l()st }) r () lllillcilt arcl1itccts ()r tIle critical

C\ .CI1tS tl1at 11a\ .c SI1a}) cd tl1C 11atllrc () f tl1C }) r () fcssi () ll . I 11stca ( l , I

cI1()sC t() ill \ .cstigatc i S Sll C S C()llC Crllillg tllC })r C Scllt , all (l I Ani
il1tcrcstc(l ill tl1C great \'ariability aill ()Lig 111all}' arcl1itccts ratl1c I'
tl1all tl1C }) r () lllillcilt all ( l \ \.cll kll ()\ \' ll . t ~() l' tl1 ~lt rC ~lS() ll () f.ficcs

\ \.crc r ~111( l ()1111) ' S~1111}) lccl , ~I'll ( l t11C) ' cxl1il ) it grc ~lt ( liffcrcllccs ill

111~111) ' rcsI )ccts . ' f11C illiti ~ll Stll ( l ) ' \ \'~lS c~irric ( l ()Lit ill 1~)74 , ~I'll ( l it
i I1clll ( lc ( l 152 ~ 1~11111~ltt ~111 ()f.ficcs ~I'll ( l tl1C ~lrcllitccts \ \.11() \ \.() rkc ( l

ill Til Clll . i \ ftcr ~l sc \ .crc CC()ll () illic rcc C S Si()11 ~l SCC() ll ( l Stll ( l ) ' () f

tl1C S~1111C firll1s \ \.~lS c~irric ( l ()Lit ill 1~)7 ~) ill ()r ( lcr t () Cx }) I~liI111 ()\ \'

tIle ) . gcI1cr ~111) ' f '~lrccl ~illd \ \'11) ' S()111C Sllrii \ .c ( l \ \' 11ilc () tI1crs clicl
11 ( ) t .



rrllere arc cstablisllcd illtcrclisci })lillary tics bct ,vccn s()ci ()l()-
gists and arcllitccts . rrlley Ila \ 'C c()llal )()ratcd ,..'itll ()nc an ()tllcr
in user Slll'\'e}'s al1cl ill 11eig I1b()1'11()()d and c()mmu I1ity impact
studies . Bcsides , s()ciologists , as ,veIl as ps}'cI101()gists and an -
tllr ()p()logists , 11avc carried out rescarcll ()n tIle il1terclcpcl1 -
dcnce bct ,veen tl1C bililt eI1Vir()11ment and tlCattitudes  ancl

bclla \'i()r of pc ()Pie 'VI1() ,vork alid li \'e in tllat en \'ironment . rrllis
is reseal 'cll ,vitll ' Vl1icll many arcllitects are familiar . SUCII c()l-
lab ()l'ati \'e acti \'ities and research endea \'ors are m()ti \ 'ated by
11ulnal1istic concerns - to impro \'e tl1C (Illality of resiclents ' li \ 'es
and to enl1ance tl1e urban en \'ironment . rrl1e reader 'Vll() cx -

pects tl1is book , ,vrittcn by a sociologist , eitl1er to add to our
kno ,vledge abollt tIle il1tcrrclatiol1s11ips bet ,vecn tIle built environment 

and people 's attitlldes and beha \'ior , or to pro \'idc

gllidelines to profcssi ()nals 'V110 ,..'ant to impr ()ve tl1e amel1itics
()ffered by buildings , may be disappointed . tilis is because tIle
researcl1 centers on tl1C ,\'ays actual practice is il1fillenced by its
social context , not on ho ,v arcl1itects can amell ()rate tl1e social
functions of buildings .

Indced , tl1e findings of tilis study indicate tl1at most arcl1i -
tects already ,vant to gi \'e Pl' iority to tIle needs of users , yet tIle
expression of that priority in built form is difficlllt t() acl1icve ,
given tIle prevailing social a11cl CC()11()mic conditions . rrllat is,
arcl1itects ' intcntiol1s to improve tl1C llscfulness of bllildings are
Til,varted by multiple constraints - clic I1tagc, tIle Inarket , and
tl1e organizatiol1 ()f arcl1itectural pl 'acticc . rrll  C S C c()nstraints set
close limits on tl1e ' \'ay ill ,\'11icI1 practice can be carried ()Lit.
!{ atiler imp ()rtant sl1ifts , it is il1ferrcd , ,vollld 11a\'C t() OCCllr in tl1C
})()litical economy ()f '\ Incricall society before tl1ere collid be a
fundamental cl1ange ill tIle design ()f buildings so tl1at tilCY
,volllcl better acc()lnmoclatc tl1e ps}'c I1010gical and social neccls
of ilsers .

Altl10ugl1 I assume tl1at arcllitects ' intcl1tions arc tl1l1S sllapecl
b}' tl1e opportlll1itics tl1CY Ila \'C alid tIle constraints ,villI ,\.11icll
tl1ey mllst col1tend , a silnilar a S Slim })tioll is not made ab()Lit ar -
cllitectural design . Any cllltural product , I assume , lIas an
aestl1etic cl1aracter or st)'le tllat lIas considerable alit ()n()my ancl
cannot be reduced t () tl1e s()cial structures in ' Vllicl1 it is Pl'()-
dllced and embeclded . Con \'entions tllat gllide arcl1itcctllre as
aestl1etic express i()n are similar to tl10se tl1at gllide tl1e dc \'el -
()pments of music , tl1e \ 'isual arts , and clance , and bec()mc incorporated 

into them . SUCII con \'entions are not \ 'er )' different
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ill tilis respect fr ()m tIle C()ll \ 'Clltions tllat llnderlie tIle \\'ay in
\Vllicll scielltific kll ()\\'lcclgc is produced , \ V Ilctller it is a 110\'el
design form , a 11C\V al-tistic statcmcllt , an important idea ill sci-
cncc , eacll \vill make a clramatic impact in its o\vn field ancl
rcsllapc tIle tllinking ()f practiti ()ners . TIlis is 110t to illlpl }' tllat
s()cial norms , interp Cr S()llal influences , and tIle leS()Urccs offered 

b}' ()1-ganizati ()11S and \vork cn \'ironments Ila \'en () effect
()n tIle likclillo ()d tllat a nc \v " discovery " in eacll oftllese \ 'arious
fields \\'ill OCClIl-. Aftcr a cl-cati \'c disco \'cry is made , 110\VC\'el-, it
\\'ill become an integral part ofa stylistic l-epcrtoirc 01' a body of
kll0 \\,lcdge and \vill Ila \'e long -lasting illf1llcncc . TIlat illflu -
cncc is independent of tIle initial facilitatillg s()cial c()nditions .
l ' I Il I S, I d () n()t a S Sllmc tllat al-cllitcctural st}'les arc s()cially de -
tcI-lllincd . Yet , bccallsc architects Ila \'C different expcl -icnccs ,
backgl -oUll (ls, ancl different colleague rclationsllips , tllcir con -
victioll  S ab()ut st}' Ic alld acstllctic mcl -its of buildings d () \ 'ary ,
and tllCSC c()n\'ictioll  S are s()cially patterned \\'itllin the pr ()fcs -
si()nal community . One ()f m}' l)llrp O Scs is to map tllCSC C()ll \'ic-
tiOllS and t () examilic 110\V tllCSC l)attcl -ns Ila \'C consc (lucnccs for
tIle \\'ay in \Vllicll Pl'acticc is call -icd out in al-cllitcctllral offices .

H ()\v firm practice undcl ' ol-dinal 'y times is altcrccl by tIle
conditioll  S of dire economic sri-ails is considered in tIle last

clla ptcr . TIle tllcmc tllat tIICI-C arc stl' llctllrcs ()f l'isk tllat arise
fl '()m tIle c()ntradict ()l-y fcatllrcs of l)l'acticc and tIle l)r ()fcssi ()II
()fal -cllitccturc arc most appal -cnt \\'I I Cll \\'C c()llsiclcr \\,Ilicll firllls
fail , \,'Ilicll firms barely Sllrvi \ 'c , allcl \\,Ilicll ()ncs Pl'()SI)Cl- cillrillg
a SC\'CI-C economic rcccssi ()n . TIIC Icgcncl ()f Dacdallls l)r ()\.idcs
tIle 11lctapll ()r f ()r tIle logic of tIle tllcnlc tllat structlll -CS ()f risk
ulldcl -Llc tIle pr ()cess \\'Ilel -cby all illitial c()lltraclicti ()n llllf ()lcls t ()
bcc ()lllC ad \'antagc and disad \'alltagc , Sll C C C S S and rllill .


