
Subject Index

Accountability, 3, 9, 12–13, 22–24, 29,
92–96, 125, 187, 195–197, 215, 253,
260–261, 271–276

Africa, 6, 15, 41, 53, 71, 102, 114, 160,
244

Anti-diversion policies, 65–72, 106, 189,
203–216

Argentina, 7, 77, 96
Asia, 15, 41–43, 71, 102, 160

Bahamas, 76
Balancing property, 141–148
Ballot structure, 16, 20–22, 31, 34, 81–82,

91–93, 188–196, 205, 271–272, 277
Bangladesh, 50, 65, 98, 206
Barbados, 76
Belarus, 75–77
Belgium, 96, 137–139, 151–152
Belize, 76
Bias, 47, 124, 128, 180, 200, 225, 238
omitted variable, 53, 125, 129, 164, 186,
225

selection, 9, 33, 112, 114–116, 126–128,
133–136, 141, 166, 179, 220, 223–225,
231, 272

simultaneity, 114–115, 255
Bolivia, 1, 88, 97
Botswana, 53, 114–119
Brazil, 94–98
Budget
deficit, 2, 4, 6–9, 27–35, 53–55, 105–107,
155–160, 179–186, 219, 234–236, 244–
252, 260–267, 270–274

surplus, 31, 53–56, 105–107, 155, 158,
179–183, 219, 225, 238, 248–252, 256–
261

Business cycles, 48, 236, 252, 261, 268

Career concerns, 20–22, 94
Checks and balances, 12, 23–24, 80, 155,

193, 275
Chile, 77, 93, 151, 197, 273
Closed list, 21, 92–94, 195, 205
Colombia, 97
Colonial origin, colonies, 46, 55, 61–62,

66–72, 81, 100–103, 116, 125, 131, 136,
142–148, 160–166, 169, 175, 180, 191–
194, 197–206, 212, 222, 227–235, 242–
249

Common events, 221–236, 254
Common pool problem, 156, 180
Common support, 140–152, 166–169, 183
Conditional independence, 121–141, 150,

157–168, 174–177, 182, 188, 191, 198–
202, 206–215

Confidence requirement, 23–25, 95–97,
193, 216, 275

Congress, 1, 28, 95–97, 263, 275
Constitutional
effect, 2, 5, 9–10, 32–33, 35, 39–42, 55,
91, 107–112, 115–129, 133–152, 155–
179, 182–186, 189–191, 197–215, 220–
224, 230, 233–242, 267–278

origin (dating), 162–164, 182, 198–200,
210

reform, 1–2, 7–9, 88, 113–115, 118–121,
125, 128–130, 137, 150, 155–157, 174,
182–185, 219

rule, 3–10, 15, 25–30, 33, 35, 50, 62, 74,
89, 96, 102–105, 110, 114–116, 120–122,
126–127, 139, 165, 172, 186, 193, 226,
276

Constitution selection, 33, 112, 120–122,
140, 160–166, 175, 198–199, 203, 210–
215, 220, 242, 249



Continental location, 41–45, 61, 99–102,
115–116, 122, 131, 162–165, 169, 180,
191–194, 197–199, 203–206, 231

Control group, 138
Constituency. See District
Corruption, 2–6, 9, 13–14, 21, 29, 35, 42,
56–65, 72, 80–81, 88, 92–94, 112–122,
125, 131, 187–205, 209, 215–217, 271–
276

Costa Rica, 99
Country specific, 44, 48–52, 56, 126–128,
138, 220, 224–226, 237–242

Cross section, cross-sectional, 244
data, 8, 36–42, 50–64, 67, 74–77, 83–90,
94, 98–105, 112, 131, 142, 155–161,
166–175, 180–182, 187, 195
estimates, 39–43, 50–58, 67–71, 83, 113–
153, 274
variation, 9, 34, 35–36, 39–43, 50–55, 64,
102, 180, 219, 222

Cyprus, 88, 94

Debt
public, 179–183, 244, 278
Democracy
age of, 9, 69, 77–79, 90, 99–102, 112,
130–131, 136, 158–162, 169–174, 179,
186, 189–190, 203–212, 216–217, 278
definition of, 74–77, 256
quality of, 39–47, 52–55, 69, 75–80,
110–112, 115–116, 122, 130, 142–148,
158–161, 166, 172–194, 202, 205, 213–
217, 238, 245, 253, 256, 275–278

Denmark, 57, 96
Development. See Growth
Distribution of income. See Income,
distribution

District, 9, 17, 21–26, 50, 93–94, 156
magnitude (size), 16–22, 31–34, 81–82,
91–92, 188–190, 194–197, 202–208, 215,
272–273, 277
marginal, pivotal, 17, 156
multiple, 197, 273
number of electoral, 91–92
single, 16–18, 21–22, 82, 92, 196
single-member, 16–19, 82–88, 92, 123,
188, 195–197, 216, 272

Economic growth. See Growth
Ecuador, 1, 88, 97, 151
Education, 59, 64, 115–117, 191

Elections
and accountability (see Accountability)
and agency, 14, 258, 271
and career concerns (see Career
concerns)

Electoral
accountability (see Accountability)
competition, 4, 16–17, 123, 185, 276
cycles, 10, 22, 28–29, 32–34, 221–223,
252–274
formula, 16–21, 26, 31, 81–83, 91–93,
295
rule (system), 3–22, 26–35, 38, 74–116,
119–125, 129–131, 142–153, 155–162,
166, 172–174, 182–198, 202–208, 212–
216, 226–236, 242–264, 269–278 (see
also Majoritarian electoral rule)

Estonia, 94
Europe, 6, 27, 41, 61, 66–68, 81, 99–103,
115–116, 129–131, 137, 142, 151, 162,
166, 199, 203, 208–213, 265, 271

European Union, 1, 6
Experiment
quasi, 9, 144

Federal, federalism, 27, 38–44, 52, 59–61,
69–71, 142–148, 158, 166, 203–206, 210,
227, 278

Federation, 38
Fiji, 1, 83, 143, 148–149
Finland, 94, 98
Fiscal policy, 5, 9–10, 16, 26, 29, 32–56,
58, 69, 82, 91, 105–107, 129–131, 143,
155–187, 209, 216, 219–278

Fixed effects, 44–47, 52–55, 220, 224,
227–231, 237, 248–249, 254

Form of government, 2–10–19, 22–35, 38,
73–113, 122, 129, 143, 152–153, 155–
162, 172–179, 183–193, 200–205, 212–
216, 222, 229, 236, 253–255, 261–264,
269, 273–278

Fractionalization, 42, 59, 200–201
France, 1, 61–62, 88, 95–98, 151

Gambia, 77
Game, 4, 13–15, 31–33
Germany, 61–62, 81–82, 92, 96
Ghana, 77
GLS estimator, 249
Government
borrowing, 248, 264, 274, 278

302 Subject Index



coalition, 3, 12–13, 24–28, 95–98, 156,
179–180, 185–187, 244, 273

composition of, 8, 16, 19–21, 32–33,
35, 39, 50–53, 155, 169–179, 203, 209,
253

crisis, 3, 24, 27, 95, 255, 274
debt, 55, 179 (see also Debt, public)
formation, 10, 15, 95–98, 276–277
ineffectiveness, 6, 35, 61, 190, 196, 201,
271–274

size of, 2–4, 6–8, 14–16, 19–22, 24–27,
30–52, 81, 88, 105–112, 123, 142, 155–
169, 173–179, 183–185, 189, 203, 209,
216–221, 225–248, 253, 256–263, 267–
274

transfers, 17–18
Greece, 53, 94, 204, 275
Growth, 9–10, 30–32, 63–72, 106–107,

157, 161–162, 189, 216, 221, 228, 271–
275, 278

Guatemala, 37

Heckman
adjustment procedure, 134–135, 141,
152–153, 157, 162–166, 175–177, 182,
198–201, 210–211

estimates, 162–165, 175–177, 182, 198–
201

Honduras, 57
Human capital, 63, 203
Hungary, 88

Iceland, 98
Identification, 45, 135–136, 165, 182, 200,

208–210
Ignorability. See Conditional indepen-

dence
Income
inequality, 43, 52, 123, 160–161, 169–
175

per capita, 39–48, 52, 58, 110, 122, 142–
148, 158, 166, 191, 201, 226, 237

tax (see Taxation, taxes)
Incumbents, 18–20, 23–25, 253–258, 271,

274
competence of, 188
Inequality. See Income, inequality
Inertia, 15, 33, 52, 55, 88, 98, 231, 245,

254
Instrumental variable, 9, 71, 81, 115, 126,

136, 142, 152, 157

estimator, 66–71, 127–133, 162–165,
175–177, 182, 198–201

Ireland, 6, 82, 93–94
Israel, 22, 37, 53, 82, 91
Italy, 1–2, 6, 64, 81, 88, 94

Japan, 1, 6, 41, 83–93
Jurisdictions, 252

Kernel estimator, 166–168, 177, 201,
214

Labor market, 226
Language, 66–71, 102, 129–131, 162–166,

182, 199, 203, 208–213
Latin America, 1–2, 6, 15, 27–28, 37, 41–

43, 53, 71, 81, 101–102, 115–116, 136–
137, 142–148, 151, 160–166, 174–175,
180, 194, 198, 201, 219, 231–235, 242–
252, 264–265, 275

Latitude, 66–71, 130–133, 162–166, 182,
199, 203, 210–213

Legal origin, 61–62, 191, 198
Legislative
bargaining, 18–20, 23–24, 263, 276–277
cohesion, 24, 95–98
Linearity assumption, 123–124, 133–138,

157, 162, 168
List. See Closed list; Open list; Party, list
Lobbying, 4
Logit, 129, 141–142, 166–168, 177, 183,

201, 213
Luxembourg, 94

Macroeconomic policy. See Fiscal policy
Majoritarian electoral rule, 1–3, 7–9, 16–

18, 21–22, 26–34, 73, 83–91, 100–110,
115–120, 125–126, 129–133, 137–139,
142–153, 156–190, 195–215, 220–222,
227–261, 264–274

Malawi, 64, 204
Malaysia, 77
Malta, 76, 93–94
Matching estimator, 138–139, 149, 165–

168, 177–179, 183, 201–202, 213–215
Mauritius, 197, 273
Median-voter model, 43, 123, 161, 174
Mining, 43, 53, 63
Mixed electoral rule (system), 1, 8, 73,

82–89, 105–106, 157, 190, 197
Myopia, 28

Subject Index 303



Nearest neighbor estimator, 150–151,
168

Netherlands, 22, 37, 82, 197
New Zealand, 1, 83
Nicaragua, 37, 151
Non-targeted
policies, 82
programs, 17–18, 21, 25, 30, 155–157,
169, 185, 272
spending, 50
Norway, 263

OECD countries, 4, 6, 37–44, 53, 58–61,
100–102, 110, 158, 172, 219, 226–227,
252

OLS estimator, 36, 42–43, 124–128, 133–
134, 158–182, 191–202, 206, 212–214

Oil
exporter, importer, 48–52, 55, 224, 237
prices, 48–52, 55–56, 224, 237, 254
shocks, 48, 52–55, 225–226, 237
Open list, 92–94, 195–196, 205
Openness, 39–48, 52, 55, 59, 64–65, 76,
110, 122, 148, 158, 226, 237, 277

Output gap, 48–56, 223, 236–255, 263

Panel
data, 8–10, 36–37, 43–53, 58, 62, 74–77,
83–88, 98, 106, 155, 161, 175, 179–180,
187, 219, 225, 232, 253, 264, 271
dynamic, 47, 223
estimates, 46–55, 77
Paraguay, 57, 137–139, 151
Parliament, 82, 95, 98
Parliamentary regime. See Regime,
parliamentary

Party
list, 16, 20–21, 81–83, 92–94,188, 191–
196, 202–205, 277
political, 3–4, 10–21, 24–30, 97, 123,
156, 185, 188, 196, 253, 263, 276–277

Pensions, 14, 50, 77, 169
Peru, 77, 97–98
Philippines, 1, 83
Poland, 93–94
Plurality rule, 1, 12, 16–22, 82–88, 90–93,
123, 156, 188, 191–197, 202–204, 215,
260, 271–273

Political business cycles. See Electoral,
cycles

Political instability, 3–4

Political party. See Party
Population
demographic composition, 7, 39, 52,
110, 143, 148, 158, 172, 185, 209, 226,
237, 274
size, 42, 52, 59, 67–69, 76
Portugal, 41, 98–102, 151, 166
Post-election cycle, 252–253, 256–267
Pre-election cycle, 252–253, 256–267
Preferences
voters, 11, 18, 42
Presidential regime. See Regime,
presidential

Probabilistic voting model, 17
Probit, 115, 129, 135–136, 141–147, 162,
166, 198–210

Productivity
labor, 29–30, 35, 63–64, 67–72, 106,
187–190, 202–216, 272
slowdown, 225
total factor, 6, 35, 63–64, 67–72, 106,
187–190, 202–216

Propensity score, 139–152, 165–168, 177,
183, 201, 213

Property rights, 35, 65, 72, 187–189, 203,
215–216, 272–274

Proportional
electoral rule (system), 1–3, 7–10, 16–
22, 26–28, 30–34, 73, 83–89, 93, 100–
110, 115–120, 125, 137–138, 142–148,
151–152, 155–157, 161–162, 172–173,
179–191, 197, 202–204, 213–215, 220–
222, 227–261, 264–274
representation, 1, 12, 16–17, 20–21, 26,
82–88, 94, 110, 205, 273

Public debt. See Debt
Public goods, 19–20, 29, 189, 209
general, 14, 17, 25, 155, 272
local, 14
Public spending
composition of, 6, 18

Recursivity. See Conditional indepen-
dence

Redistribution
broad, 14, 50
targeted, 19–20, 189
Reform. See Constitutional, reform
Regime
parliamentary, 1, 7–12, 23–31, 73, 95–
112, 115–116, 137–138, 148–149, 155–

304 Subject Index



161, 174, 179, 183–193, 204–208, 212–
216, 220–222, 227–256, 261–269, 273–
275

presidential, 1–2, 7–12, 23–31, 74, 95–
112, 115–116, 131–133, 137–138, 143,
148, 153–179, 182–194, 198–207, 212–
216, 220–222, 227–256, 261–269, 273–
276

semi-presidential, 1, 95–98
Religious beliefs, 59, 69, 148, 191, 199–

201
Rents
and electoral rules, 82, 91–94, 105–106,
271–272

and form of government, 82, 105–106,
273–275

political, 5, 8–9, 14, 18–22, 25, 29–33,
35–37, 56–62, 65, 69, 129, 155, 186–217,
253, 258, 276

and separation of powers, 24
Representation, 3, 12, 125, 261, 272–277
Revenue
government (or tax), 15, 22, 25–26, 37–
43, 49, 56, 155–160, 219, 238, 244–249,
256–258 (see also Taxation, taxes)

Russia, 88

Separation of powers, 23–25, 28–29, 95–
97, 187, 193–194, 275–277

Shocks, 28, 32–34, 48, 220, 226, 236–237,
244, 255, 273 (see also Oil, shocks)

Singapore, 53, 58, 77
Size
of countries, 42
of districts (see District, magnitude
[size])

of government (see Government, size
of )

Slovak Republic, 94
Social
security, 14, 37, 50–52, 107, 175, 185,
232, 256

transfers, 25, 52, 169–175
Socialist, 62, 160
Spain, 41, 71–72, 102, 151, 160, 166, 204,

275
Spain, 41, 71–72, 102, 151, 160, 166, 204,

275
Sri Lanka, 94, 99
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 76
Stratification estimator, 149–150

SUR, 206
Sweden, 6, 50, 94, 115, 253, 263
Switzerland, 6, 65, 72, 94, 97–100, 206

Taiwan, 93
Targeted
policies, 82
programs, 14, 17, 21, 25, 29–30
redistribution (see Redistribution,
targeted)

spending, 49–50
transfers, 18
Taxation, taxes, 10, 15, 20–28, 39–43,

216, 221, 236, 248–253, 256–267, 271–
273 (see also Revenue, government [or
tax])

Thailand, 152
Time series
data, 6
variation, 10, 34, 35–36, 43–50, 53, 106–
107, 196, 219–268, 277

Trade (international), 39–42, 52–55, 58–
61, 64–72, 110–112, 148, 158, 203, 226,
237, 278

Treatment effect, 119–120, 127, 136
Turkey, 39, 77
Two Stage Least Squares, 71, 199–200,

206, 212–213

Uganda, 77
Ukraine, 83
United Kingdom, 1–2, 7, 21, 41–42, 55,

61–62, 66, 71, 82, 91–93, 96, 100–102,
114–125, 130, 136, 142–152, 160–166,
175, 197–204, 212, 231–235, 242–249,
270–271

United States, 6, 17, 21–25, 28, 48, 64, 96,
99–100, 134, 152, 204, 253, 263

Venezuela, 1, 88
Vote of confidence (see Confidence

requirement)
Vote share, 16, 20–22
and electoral systems, 81–82
Voters, voting
franchise, suffrage, 81
preferences of (see Preferences, voters)
probabilistic (see Probabilistic voting
model)

retrospective, backward-looking, 18–19,
23–24

Subject Index 305



Wagner’s law, 39, 46
Welfare
spending, 27, 50–52, 105–107, 169–174,
177–179, 185–186, 209–210, 219–225,
231–236, 245–252, 256–274
state, 2–4, 7–10, 14, 27, 50, 77, 107–110,
115, 157, 169–179, 183–186, 219–221,
225, 231, 236, 242–253, 256–272

Zambia, 64
Zimbabwe, 58, 75

306 Subject Index


