
Sidewalks

Conflict and Negotiation over Public Space

Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris and Renia Ehrenfeucht

The MIT Press

Cambridge, Massachusetts

London, England

http://mitpress.mit.edu/026212307X


( 2009 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any electronic or

mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or information storage and retrieval)

without permission in writing from the publisher.

For information about special quantity discounts, please email special_sales@mitpress.mit.edu.

This book was set in Bembo on 3B2 by Asco Typesetters, Hong Kong.

Printed on recycled paper and bound in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Loukaitou-Sideris, Anastasia, 1958–

Sidewalks : conflict and negotiation over public space / Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris and Renia

Ehrenfeucht.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-262-12307-5 (hardcover : alk. paper)

1. Public spaces. 2. Sidewalks. I. Ehrenfeucht, Irena. II. Title.

HT153.L67 2009

388.4 011—dc22 2008038553

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Index

9/11, 100, 118, 121, 265–266, 270, 272

34th Street Partnership, 144

Abutting buildings/property, 6, 18, 24, 26,

125, 190, 222, 244

Abutting property owners/business, 6

response to street trees, 190, 193

responsibilities of, 6, 190, 216, 246

restrictions on, 21, 24–25, 207

sidewalk, a‰liation with, 6, 16, 18, 20,

25, 216, 222, 226, 244, 246–247, 264

sidewalk payment, maintenance, 19–20,

27, 194, 203, 246

sidewalk use by, 21, 55, 125, 244, 256

Access

to public space, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 97, 106,

107, 243

to public space users, 92

struggles over, 7, 10, 88, 89, 93, 157,

268

Accessibility, 8, 167, 280

Activists, 3, 6, 10, 68, 75, 92, 108, 115,

240

Adopt-a-tree, 206, 213

AFL-CIO, 111

African American, 41, 67–68, 70–71, 74,

85–88, 93, 101, 161, 193, 227–228,

234

Alliance for Downtown New York, 144–

145

American City, 17, 25

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),

112, 114, 115, 119

Amnesty International, 111, 120

Antiprostitution campaigns, 240

ARTIST (Artists’ Response to Illegal State

Tactics), 144

Ash Wednesday, 70

Atlantic City, 11, 228

Automobility, 19

Baltimore, 49, 189, 233

Banerjee, Tridib, 49, 53

Barcelona, 17

Baudelaire, Charles, 40

Beggar, 45, 160



Begging, 16, 160, 163, 165, 268

Behavior

disorderly, 161, 227

disruptive, 106

looseness of, 37, 40, 41, 44

pedestrian, 26, 263

public, 39, 43, 86, 90, 91

rules, 39–40, 44, 83, 96, 225, 228, 246,

255

Bell, David, 47

Benjamin, Walter, 40–41, 44

Bery et al. v. City of New York, 144

Blomley, Nicholas, 258, 266

Boston, 11–12, 49, 120, 169, 173, 175,

179, 183, 224, 258

Boulevards, 15, 17, 41, 49, 52, 55–56,

201, 256

‘‘Broken windows,’’ 161, 233–234, 237

Bureau of Street Services (BOSS) (Los

Angeles), 178, 207, 213

Business associations, 12, 169, 173, 177,

179, 247, 252, 253

Business leaders, 21, 160, 165

Business Improvement Districts (BIDs),

252–253, 271

municipal government, and, 128

responses to homelessness, 169

responses to street vendors, 138, 139,

141, 143–147, 153

sidewalk privatization, and, 243, 247,

253, 264

Business owners, 10, 49, 173, 175, 216,

235, 240, 252. See also Merchants

access to sidewalks, 112, 125

controlling sidewalk activities, 40, 95,

101, 103, 108, 133, 137, 177–178, 179,

253

desirable sidewalk use, 49, 92, 128, 137,

255–256

response to street trees, 194

Business

disruption, 112, 118–119

sidewalk use by, 8–10, 21, 25, 253

Butch, 46, 47

Cafés, 4, 48–49, 52, 83, 247, 253, 255,

269

California. See also Los Angeles

BIDs, 252–253 (see also Business

Improvement Districts)

cities, public space controls, 163, 168,

247, 249

cities, sidewalk provision and repairs,

194, 244

cities, survey of, 244

destination streets, 256

vagrancy ordinance, 160

California Supreme Court, 24

Carnival, 61, 68, 70, 76, 78

Celebrations, 38, 61, 62, 64–66, 70, 71,

74, 76–79, 133

Central American Resource Center

(CARECEN), 151

Central City Association (Los Angeles),

178

Chicago, 18–19, 27, 41, 159, 189, 193,

233, 234

Children, 21, 55, 56, 85, 87, 225, 227,

228, 240

Chinatown (Los Angeles), 228

Chinese Exclusionist Movement, 133

Citation, 25, 138, 143, 151, 160

Citizens for a Better South Florida, 205,

214

Index

316



Citizenship, 64, 66, 67, 75, 79, 88–89

CityWalk (Universal City, California),

52–53, 55

Civil disobedience, 115, 121

Civil inattention, 84, 86

Civility, 43, 125, 231, 241. See also

Incivility

Colorado Boulevard (Pasadena, Califor-

nia), 49, 256

Comfort, 5, 48, 83, 107, 158, 168, 221,

241, 242

Common Council of New York City,

17

Conflict

as characteristic of public space, as a, 8,

9, 33, 95, 96, 265, 272

competing uses, 8, 9, 29, 125–126, 182,

190, 196, 204, 221

over discrimination, 88

over economic uses, 14, 21, 127–128,

133–154

over free speech, 100, 101, 104–105,

111–114, 118

over homelessness, 158, 175, 179

local, 7, 179, 222

municipal government, role of, 12, 111,

141, 221

over social norms, 86, 90, 138–139, 221,

229

Conflict zones, 138–139

Congress for Industrial Organizations

(CIO), 106–107

Constitution (U.S.), 64, 103

Consumerism, 38, 47, 56, 92, 161, 196,

249, 255–257, 267

Contestation, 5, 8, 27, 71, 96, 141, 266.

See also Contested activity

Contested activity, 3, 5, 7, 9–11, 21, 29,

106, 132, 138, 238, 266

Contre Allées, 16

Control, 3, 8–12, 33, 48, 70, 221–223,

245, 247–263, 264, 266. See also

Ordinance

e¤ects of, 5, 11, 14, 169, 179, 226, 272

municipal government, role of, 17, 29,

78, 100, 106–108, 111, 124, 129, 243

through public space design, 47, 92, 147,

179, 243

through public space regulation, 87,

102–103, 111, 235

of sidewalk disorder, 139, 147, 221,

231

as social norms, 87, 91, 109, 233, 264

Conventioneer, 4, 9, 110–111

Conventions, 9, 84, 97, 100, 109–111,

114–115, 118, 120

Counterparade, 62, 63

Courts, 20, 25, 27, 29, 100, 106, 139,

143, 168, 182, 231, 253

Crawford, Margaret, 148

Creole, 68, 70

Crime, 144, 161, 226–227, 229–231,

233–234

Cruising, 45–48

Curfew Ordinance, 94, 112, 119

Dandy, 46

Danger

attraction of, 225, 228

children in public, and, 13, 93–95, 228

and disorder, 14, 228, 229–235, 270 (see

also Disorder)

perceptions of, 118, 174, 221, 225–226,

270

Index

317



Danger (cont.)

and public visibility, 47, 56, 86, 184

and sidewalk repair, 27, 29

street, 43, 90, 111, 121, 151, 247

and women in public, 43, 90–91, 92,

228, 238

Danville, Virginia, 88

Day labor, 127, 128, 133

Day-labor sites, 13

De Certeau, Michel, 39

Decorum, 40–41, 62

Democratic National Convention (Los

Angeles), 97, 100, 114–118

Demonstration, 65, 98, 106, 110, 115,

118, 120, 132, 133. See also Protest

Department store, 21, 43, 48, 92, 173

Depression (Great), 67

Destination shopping districts, 4, 40, 48,

56, 214, 235, 256, 258, 267

Detroit, 26, 249

Dinkins, David, 143

Discomfort

causing, 96, 158, 174–175, 178, 221

and danger, 230, 242

and di¤erence, 127

living with, 169, 174, 221, 242

minimizing, 14, 38, 226

regulating, 177, 221

Disneyland, 53

Disorder

and children, 93–94

and danger, 14, 98, 161, 221, 226–227,

229, 231, 233–234

perceptions of, 93, 96, 98, 131, 222, 226,

234

prostitution, and, 236–241

responses to, 11, 109, 137, 139, 161,

234–235, 247

Display of wares, 4, 9, 20–21, 24, 29, 55,

127, 128. See also Sidewalk, obstructions

Disruption, 5, 41, 83, 95, 96, 98, 100,

108–110, 120–121

Dissent, 9, 13, 33, 84, 97–100, 104, 109–

121, 270

Diversity, 5, 8, 12, 37, 44–45, 59, 62,

125, 169, 228, 268

Downtown

BIDs (see Business Improvement Districts)

department stores, 92

free speech fights, 101–106

homelessness, 157, 159, 181

public spaces, 4, 247, 249

redevelopment, 4, 47, 169, 173–174,

181, 247

renaissance, 4

sidewalks, 20, 21, 83

suburban, 48

vending, 4

Downtown Crossing Association (Boston),

173

Drug-abatement zones, 12, 235, 236

Economic restructuring, 7

Eighth Amendment, 170, 183

Elm tree, 191

Embarcadero (San Francisco), 45, 56, 249

Enacted environment, 56

Encounter

disruptive, 13, 39, 86, 241

public, 5, 13, 37, 39, 41, 44, 83, 86, 88,

125–126

sexual, 45, 46–47

Erie Canal Procession, 64–65

Etiquette

book, 43

sidewalk, 43, 91

Index

318



Exclusion, 13, 43, 85, 125, 133, 135, 266,

271–272

Expressive Activity, 62, 100, 106. See also

Freedom of expression

Fairies, 45, 47

Fat Tuesday, 70–71

Fear

controls causing, 11, 14, 226, 238, 242

and danger, 227, 230

and incivilities, 231, 233

of others in public, 39, 90, 177, 240

in public space, 225

of violence/crime, 10, 11, 14, 39

Federation of Organized Trades, 66

Feldman, Leonard, 165, 243

Festival, 61, 64, 76, 79

Fifth Avenue Merchant Association (New

York), 141

First Amendment, 10, 101, 105, 114–115,

118, 144, 270
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